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honesty of British pledges to India. During these " years
of destiny/' as the term of his Viceroyalty is called by
Professor Coatman, he pursued with unabated patience the
policy of winning the confidence of Indian Nationalists and
reluctantly subordinated the consideration of problems
affecting the material and moral condition of India's
millions to that of political rapprochement. It was not
merely the question of bringing about an understanding
between England and India to which Lord Irwin had to
apply his mind. He found that the evils arising from the
disintegration of Indian social life had affected the entire
political atmosphere. Within a short time of his arrival in
India, he laid his finger on this, the weakest spot in the
Indian political life, but the fierce recrudescence of Hindu-
Moslem feuds continued to make remedial measures ex-
tremely difficult.
With the arrival of the Statutory Commission, Lord
Irwin's single aim was to satisfy the amour-propre of the
various political groups in India. As we proceed in our
narration of events we shall see how earnestly he tried not
only to bridge the gulf between England and India but also
to repair the fatal cleavages that exist in Indian political and
social life.
<L INDIA AND  THE LABOUR GOVERNMENT
Mr. Ramsay MacDonald, speaking at the British Common-
wealth Labour Conference (July 2, 1928), said :
" I hope that within a period of months rather than
years, there will be a new Dominion added to the Common-
wealth of our nations, a Dominion of another race, a
Dominion that will find self-respect as an equal with this
Commonwealth. I refer to India/'
The echo of this sentiment materialized in the form of
a demand made in the Nehru Report, published a month
later, for raising India to the rank of Dominion. Subse-
quently the Calcutta Congress, held in December that year,

